
Preliminary Agenda*

FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2015

2:00-4:00 pm Exhibits Open

2:00-7:00 pm Registration

4:00-4:15 pm Welcome

4:15-5:45 pm Breakout Sessions 
Navigation 101 (1.5 Credits) 
Frank dela Rama, RN,  
MS, AOCNS, AGN-BC
Navigation 101 will elaborate on the role of the 
oncology navigator specifically in regards to cancer 
care using examples from established best practice 
programs. The session will also highlight program 
planning strategies for new navigation programs.

Beyond the Basics: Advanced Concepts 
in Navigation (1.5 Credits) 
Tricia Strusowski, RN, MS 
Karyl Blaseg, RN, MS, OCN
Beyond the Basics: Advanced Concepts in Navigation 
will highlight the keys to growing and sustaining suc-
cessful navigation programs, including best practices 
and strategies pertaining to process improvement, 
outcome measurement, and program evaluation.

5:45-6:00 pm Break/Exhibits

6:00-7:00 pm Commission on Cancer For the Navigator: Tricks of the Trade (1 Credit) 
Cindy Stern, RN, MSN, CCRP
Commission on Cancer for the Navigator: Tricks of the Trade will update attendees on the Commission on Cancer 
standards and recent changes and will assist navigators with the implementation of those standards into his/her role.

7:00-8:30 pm Welcome Reception and Poster Session Opening

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015

7:00-8:00 am Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00-9:00 am Keynote
Team Building and Communication—How to Assess Your Landscape and  
Communicate Effectively (1 Credit) 
Helen Meldrum, EdD
In this keynote address, Helen Meldrum, EdD, will describe communication skills and techniques to enhance 
team relationships within navigation programs.

9:00-10:00 am Navigation and Personalized Medicine (1 Credit)
Susan Tinley, PhD
The arena of personalized medicine can be confusing and overwhelming; Navigation and Personalized Medicine 
will describe the process of navigating patients through their options when it comes to personalized medicine.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015

10:00-10:30 am Coffee Break/Exhibits

10:30-11:30 am Navigating Adolescents and Young Adults through Cancer (1 Credit) 
Brad Zebrack, PhD, MSW, MPH
Young adult patients with cancer face unique challenges. Navigating Adolescents and Young Adults Through 
Cancer will provide effective strategies that navigators can use to support this group of patients through their 
diagnosis and subsequent treatment.

11:30 am -12:30 pm Healing the Wounded Healer (1 Credit) 
Peter Bjerkerot, RN, OCN
Healing the Wounded Healer will define patient issues that influence the navigator and list several strategies 
that navigators can use to promote healthy coping.

12:30-1:30 pm Lunch with Exhibitors

1:30-3:00 pm Breakout Sessions—Disease-Specific Navigation

Breast Cancer (1.5 Credits) 
Cynthia Cantril, RN,  
MPH, OCN  

GI/Pancreatic (1.5 Credits) 
Nicole Messier, BSN, RN

Oral Adherence (1.5 Credits) 
Jody Pelusi, PhD,  
FNP, AOCNP

3:00-3:30 pm Break/Exhibits

3:30-4:30 pm Finding the Middle Ground: Challenges in Rural and Urban Cancer Care (1 Credit) 
Linda U. Krebs, PhD, RN, AOCN, FAAN
Finding the Middle Ground: Challenges in Rural and Urban Cancer Care will highlight the issues and barriers 
that patients with cancer face in both rural and urban settings while providing strategies to handle health 
disparities that are attributed to geography.

4:30-5:30 pm Panel Discussion 
What Navigation Means to Me: The Patient/Survivor Perspective (1 Credit) 
Cynthia Cantril, RN, MPH, OCN—Moderator
Donna McPherson, RN, OCN—Cancer Survivor and Nurse Navigator
Ann Tallman—Cancer Survivor
Brad Zebrack, PhD, MSW, MPH—Cancer Survivor and Social Worker
What Navigation Means to Me: The Patient/Survivor Perspective is a panel discussion that will feature patients 
and survivors of cancer (including those that are oncology nurses/navigators themselves) and highlight the 
importance of the navigation role as it pertains to specific perspectives.

5:30-7:00 pm Wine and Cheese Cocktail Party with Exhibitors
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SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2015

7:00-8:00 am Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00-9:00 am Emerging Issues in Cancer Survivorship (1 Credit) 
Pamela J. Haylock, PhD, RN, FAAN
Emerging Issues in Cancer Survivorship will discuss issues that affect survivorship and provide guidance for 
navigators to plan effective interventions and follow-up programs.

9:00-9:30 am Coffee Break/Exhibits

9:30-11:00 am Breakout Sessions—Disease-Specific Navigation

GYN/Cervical  
Cancer (1.5 Credits) 
Natasha Curry, RN, NP

Hematologic  
Malignancies (1.5 Credits) 
Stacie L. Holloway,  
RN, BSN, OCN   

NSCLC  
(Lung Cancer) (1.5 Credits) 
Diane McElwain, RN, OCN, 
M.Ed.

11:00-11:15 am Break/Exhibits

11:15am-12:15 pm How Navigators Can Impact Side Effect Management (1 Credit) 
Carol Curtiss, MSN, RN-BC  
Side effects of cancer treatment can negatively impact the patient’s experience and quality of life, How Navigators 
Can Impact Side Effect Management will address proper interventions and management of symptoms.

12:15 - 1:15 pm A New Dialogue: Ethical Challenges Among Nurse Navigators (0 Credit)
Pamela J. Haylock, PhD, RN, FAAN—Moderator
Cynthia Cantril, RN, MPH, OCN 
Diane McElwain, RN, OCN, M.Ed.
Frank dela Rama, RN, MS, AOCNS, AGN-BC
A New Dialogue: Ethical Challenges Among Nurse Navigators is a panel discussion that will address common 
ethical dilemmas that navigators face when guiding their patients through treatment and provides practical 
solutions to these challenging issues.

1:15 - 1:30 pm Closing Remarks

OR
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